
Terms and Conditions
Please enter your initials below each of the following statements to con5rm that you have read them and agree. If any of these statements are not acceptable to you, please do not return this questionnaire. 
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I have been a dues paying member of DSA-LA for the past year. I joined DSA-LA because I want to be part of organizations that campaign and champion the type of policies 
that have substantive positive impact on people’s lives. By and large these are socialist policies such as social security, medicare/medicaid, stimulus programs, jobs and 
employment programs and it is my hope in the future that this will include single payer healthcare. 

Yes

No

Being a socialist means having a vision of government that prioritizes people over capital and democratic control over public resources. Because we pay taxes we should have 
access to government services and the ability to have a say in how government funds are spent. It means that policies like a millionaires or billionaires tax are not controversial 
but make sense in the context of providing government with the resources that it needs to provide for all.

Capitalism affects my constituents through a system that prioritizes pro5ts of health insurance companies over people having quality healthcare, by polluting our environment 
for pro5t, and relentlessly pushing up the cost to live, evicting hard working people from their homes, and continuing to grow the gap between haves and have nots. Capitalism 
and the classism that it inspires cannot be disconnected from racism. The foundation of capitalism is slavery and the mutation of slavery is our mass incarceration and private 
prison system. The 30th district has both the highest concentration of foster youth and the highest concentration of formerly incarcerated individuals in Los Angeles County. 
Capitalism has failed both of these groups. It has failed foster youth by not providing the comprehensive community support that they need to survive. Capitalism has failed 
formerly incarcerated individuals by using their formerly incarcerated status as a means to restrict them from public social services and even in an era when “the box” has been 
banned to restrict them from private employment. Most notably for people in the 30th district capitalism has jacked up their housing burden (whether they rent or pay a 
mortgage) to the point where they must make a choice between eating and paying rent. Similarly, capitalism has created a situation where residents of the 30th district delayed 
sorely needed healthcare treatment because it is too expensive to allow diseases and conditions that could be alleviated if treated early to fester and become more complex 
and more expensive.

You, your campaign, and your district

For the past two and ¾ years I have served on the Culver City Council in a PT capacity (with FT hours). Prior to that I served on the Culver City Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration 
Committee for 8 years and volunteered at El Rincon Elementary for 17 years through the Young Storyteller’s Program. 
  
My full time job since 2017 has been with the James Lawson Institute as Project Manager. I met Rev. Lawson at an institute put on by the International Center on Nonviolent 
Content in Nashville, TN in 2014 and we argued enough that he wanted to keep in touch. When he and a few others decided to start the institute as its own entity they enlisted 
my help and I have been our only FT employee since then.  
Prior to that I worked with the LA County Federation of Labor in the 2016 election cycle as a campaign lead. This was immediately after completing my MSW at UCLA with a 
focus on community organizing and nonpro5t management. While pursuing my MSW at UCLA I worked at Community Coalition in South LA, provided direct mental health 
services at Malibu Middle School and Malibu High School and completed an Environmental Justice Fellowship with the Liberty Hill Foundation.  
I serve on the board of directors for various nonpro5ts (listed below) and am a veteran of the US Air Force and CA Air National Guard. My undergraduate degree is in Cinema-TV 
from USC where I am currently in semester 5 of 6 in my Doctor of Social Work program. 
 
With voters I tend to emphasize the lessons learned from my family and particularly from my grandmother where I grew up in our rural community in Alabama, where I was 
born. My grandmother was an arch community advocate and social worker without being familiar with the terms. She took time to check on the sick, disabled and elderly in our 
rural community and even went so far as visiting the incarcerated relatives of people in the community who were unable to do so themselves. She even retired early from her 
job as a Nurse’s assistant to take care of my uncle who was paralyzed from the age of 18 until he died at the age of 32. Following in her footsteps 5rst my older brother Marvin 
and then myself took care of my uncle during the summers of our high school years in order to give my grandmother a break. In this way we not only learned how to care for 
those who could not care for themselves but were confronted 5rsthand with the list of challenges that can confront people who have a multitude of challenges. This experience 
taught me to constantly be considerate of others besides myself and to craft policy that addresses the concerns, needs and challenges of people who have not been endowed 
or blessed with the privileges with which I have been blessed. 

I have worked on the local level with Culver City Community Coalition, Culver City Action Network, Protect Culver City Renters, Community Coalition in South Los Angeles, 
Downtown Crenshaw, End Homelessness Now LA, Occupy LA, Occupy Venice, the Sierra Club, Food and Water Watch and a host of organizations to effect change in my 
community. Subject matter-wise I’ve worked to encourage our council to ban fracking, shutdown the Inglewood Oil Field, Strengthen the polystyrene ban, in favor of prop 47, 
expanded services and lessened harassment for the unhoused, community centered development and a host of other issues. I have served on the Board of Directors for Move 
to Amend since 2012, the Backbone Campaign since 2018, Mockingbird Incubator since 2020 and on the Board of the Clean Power Alliance since 2018. 

I am happy to have the endorsement of Americans for Democratic Action Southern California Chapter, Sunrise Movement and the National Association of Social Workers 
California Chapter. I am hopeful to receive the endorsements of Ground Game LA, Culver City Community Coalition, Our Revolution, The People for Bernie, Food and Water 
Watch Action. I have sought out these endorsements because they come with support in the form of social media, 5eld and monetary support. The most important of these is 
the 5eld support with money to properly fund a 5eld operation coming in a close second. 

I have worked with LA Voice and the LA County Federation of Labor as a paid organizer. Additionally, I had an environmental justice fellowship with the Liberty Hill Foundation 
and worked as an organizer at Community Coalition in South LA in the pursuit of my MSW at UCLA. I have organized with the Sierra Club’s Clean break committee for nearly a 
decade and credit some of that work for my election to the Culver City Council. I was an active member of Occupy here in Los Angeles with some trips to NYC, DC, Michigan, 
Oakland and Chicago. I believe the entire country learned from the inspiring mutual aid network that sprung up after hurricane Sandy. Occupy Sandy managed to ramp up and 
start delivering services faster than FEMA and actually got to places in need long before FEMA could because of pre-established social networks that communicate need and 
organize resources to address that need. I think this is instructive in so far as it underlines the importance of knowing your district, its stakeholders and its ogcial and unogcial 
community leaders and active networks. Communicating an emergency or urgent change in a community needs to go beyond the typical thinking of emails, calls, mail and 
social media. People are often altered or advised to pay attention to these various channels due to their networks. Knowing which people in a given community are connected 
is invaluable beyond emergency settings when trying to get a full sense of community wants and needs. A broader sample produces more representative results and allows 
policy to be crafted in a manner that truly addresses community concerns. 

COVID-19 Relief for Rent and Mortgage is the 5rst priority. I am pessimistic that whatever more substantive may come out of a Biden administration will still be inadequate. In 
terms of my priorities more generally they are listed below. 
 
1) Single Payer Healthcare 
2) Phase out of oil operations in California 
3) Stronger Renter Protections/Greater Housing Production - repeal Costa-Hawkins and public pension reform. 
 
I have been organizing with single payer activists and environmental activists for the past decade. I would work collaboratively with these individuals and groups to pressure 
colleagues in the senate and assembly to take substantive steps to address universal healthcare and the climate crisis or else face electoral and job security consequences. 
Similarly, I would work on the state level with groups such as ACCE to make sure that our renter protections are actually protecting tenants from nefarious practices and that 
the bills introduced at the state level to increase housing production are actually producing the type of housing that people in the entire 30th district can actually afford. 
 
I have a 6 point platform: 
  
Healthcare for All 
The COVID-19 pandemic has opened hearts and minds to the absolute necessity of a single payer healthcare system, but we still lack the political will to make it happen. 
  
Employment and Housing for All 
We cannot address our healthcare crisis without addressing our housing crisis. 
  
Public Safety as Public Health 
I’m running because instead of instituting substantive change in response to the unprecedented uprising this summer against white supremacy and police brutality our state 
legislature has only offered us eloquent phrases on the state level without more substantive policy action. 
  
Environmental Racism and the Climate Crisis 
I’m running because though we hear inspiring words from our state leaders when it comes to addressing the climate crisis we lack swift and concrete policy action that can 
address the deleterious health effects felt by frontline communities of color and low income communities. 
 
Public Pension Reform/Divest from Displacement 
I’m running to halt the practice of using pension funds that working class and middle class workers have paid into to fund their displacement. 
  
People-Centered Economic Development 
Economic development focused on community participation from the start is essential for the long-term sustainability of our economy. 
 

We collected 80 signatures to submit 40 valid signatures to qualify for the ballot. 

$25,000

50+

Yes, we will not take contributions from corporations, corporate PACS, police union money, fossil fuel money or money from real estate developers. As in my City Council 
Campaign we will do our due diligence to make sure we know the source of every donation and return donations or issue refunds from people and groups that do not support 
our values. I had to return a developer’s check during my run for Culver City Council and commit to refuse contributions from corporations and their PACs including real estate 
developers and landlord interests. 

I have been endorsed by Americans for Democratic Action - Southern California Chapter, Sunrise Movement Los Angeles, the National Association of Social Workers - California 
Chapter, Civil Rights Legend, Rev. James Lawson, Rev. Phil Lawson, Fatima Shahnaz Iqbal-Zubair, Burbank City Council Member Konstantine Anthony, Culver City Council 
Member Yasmine-Imani McMorrin, Culver City School Board Member Dr. Kelly Kent, Culver City School Board Member Paula Amezola, Former LA City Controller Rick Tuttle, 
Former Long Beach City Council Member Jeannine Pearce, Former DWP Commissioner Aura Vasquez Culver City Equity and Human Relations Chair Rebecca Rona-Tuttle, CA 
District 54 Delegate Khin Khin Gyi. 
Our campaign is being well received and just earned a very rarely given endorsement by Rev. Dr. James Lawson, my mentor and a world-renowned activist and counsel to the 
late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Additionally, The Sunrise Movement environmental justice group has added its name to my list of endorsers. I am humbled to have received 
these endorsements and appreciate the bold statement they make, as testaments to the work I have done and plan to do in leading 5ghts for real change and true social 
justice.  

As a current City Councilmember, and through my other commitments, I will continue to work in all of my capacity to implement my policies in the community.

DSA-LA along with other groups will play a role in what I describe as my second session. The purpose of the second session is an attempt to bring the notion of participatory 
budgeting to the state level by actively engaging community stakeholders in the process of creating policy. Ideally the second session will happen prior to the start of the new 
legislative session and would rely on groups like, but not limited to, DSA-LA to work with their members and bring the most pressing policy issues that have an effect on their 
members and/or supporters’ lives to the forefront. A series of meetings would occur with individuals, community organizations and subcommittees to source the type of 
policies that would have the most profound impact on people in the 30th district. This will be a yearly process and will adjust as the expressed needs in the district change. 
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Will you use your elected position to challenge the power of law enforcement unions? * 
 
Yes, I already have in Culver City. 
 
Do you support full citizenship/amnesty for all undocumented immigrants? * 
 
Yes, I support comprehensive immigration reform to address the inherent racism in the system. 
 
Do you support the Green New Deal (GND)? * 
 
Yes, but I feel it is only the 5rst step. 
 
 

Housing

3% or CPI. I do not support limits on rent control and believe that it should apply to all housing stock. Costa Hawkins must be repealed. The Ellis Act must be reformed and 
stronger renter protections must be put in place. My housing policy recognizes that we need to build housing near good egcient public transportation in order to cut down on 
VMT and GHG emissions. Southern California has a car culture but I have lived car free in Los Angeles County for almost 9 years. It is possible. It would be possible for larger 
groups of people and families if they were able to 5nd housing that was situated near where they work or do business. This would have a profound impact on climate. It could 
also alleviate some of the deleterious health impacts of living near freeways if the tragc on them has been reduced. Many low income neighborhoods have been built near 
freeways and it is low income people (mostly residents of color) who suffer worsened health outcomes as a result. 

Use all available legal power, including imminent domain, to immediately house the willing in available hotels and government buildings. In this pandemic context this should 
have been done in a more robust fashion. 

Fund it with transparency. Measures H and HHH from LA County and LA city were steps in the right direction but the results leave a lot to be desired. Homelessness eradication 
programs need strict oversight to make sure that the 5nds are being used properly. 

1. I would sponsor, advocate for and Support the development of Social Housing 
2. I would work to use the recently announced and unexpected government surplus in California to provide rental assistance so people don’t fall into homelessness. To 
#CancleRent and #CancelMortgages. 
3. I would institute a Vacancy Tax. That taxed building owners for building vacancies over a certain prede5ned percentage and for a prede5ned length of time. 

Law Enforcement

Police should be there to address violent crime in the community. They should not be homeless outreach workers, social workers, mental health professionals or community 
ambassadors. Police operating in any of these functions have proven to be a threat to the health and safety of residents of color and low income residents. These functions 
should be relayed to other entities. 

DSA-LA Candidate Questionnaire
Who We Are 

The Democratic Socialists of America is a member-driven, member-funded organization committed to the vision 
of democratic socialism that has recently captured the imagination of millions across the US. Nationally, the organization has over 85,000 members, and we have hundreds of 
our own members to ogce, most notably Congressperson Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Congressperson Cori Bush, Congressperson Jamal Bowman, and LA Councilperson Nithya 
Raman. The Los Angeles chapter, DSA-LA, has more than 5,000 dues-paying members that regularly join forces with labor and social justice groups across the county to push 
for change. 

What We Do 

When DSA chapters across the country choose to engage with electoral campaigns, we work to make our endorsement more than just a name that a candidate lists on their 
website. Our members work alongside campaigns to gather signatures, knock on doors, make phone calls, conduct research, analyze data, and tap into our media skills to get 
the word out. Over the course of the Bernie Sanders campaign, DSA-LA members turned out for over 1,000 canvassing shifts and knocked nearly 15,000 doors—and precincts in 
which we canvassed voted for Bernie Sanders by some of the highest margins in the county.

In addition to the material support DSA-LA can provide, an endorsement signals to other community groups that the candidate has serious progressive bona 5des. Many groups 
and unagliated community members respect our group’s integrity and look to DSA-LA’s lead to help them make their decisions. An endorsement would also go a long way to 
reach those traditionally uninvolved in local politics. 

Endorsement Process 

If you would like to seek our endorsement, 5ll out this questionnaire by DATE. We will be reviewing responses as they are returned. Candidates will be invited to speak in front of 
our membership at our general meeting at the discretion of the Electoral Politics Committee, after which our general membership will vote on the endorsement. 

1. This questionnaire and your answers to these questions will be distributed to the chapter membership and posted on our public-facing website. Anything
you write on this questionnaire should be considered public information. *

2. Neither the Electoral Politics commi!ee or any other commi!ee in DSA-LA can endorse your candidacy. Only the chapter membership as a whole can vote
to endorse your candidacy. Usage of DSA-LA logo or name for endorsement purposes is not permi!ed unless it has been approved by the entire chapter
membership. *

3. I do not have any campaign sta"ers, (paid or unpaid), family members, or otherwise a#liated people petitioning for this endorsement. *

Are you a member of DSA? If so, how long have you been a member, why did you join DSA, and what work have you done with our organization? If not, would
you join? *

Do you identify as a socialist or a democratic socialist? *

What does being a socialist mean to you? *

How do you believe capitalism a"ects your constituents and the issues in your district? *

What in your life or work experience quali$es you for this o#ce? What pa% of this will you highlight in communicating with voters *

What community organizations in your district have you worked with prior to sta%ing your campaign? For how long and in what capacity? *

What community organizations in your district do you currently work with as pa% of your campaign? *

Please describe any experience you have, paid or as a volunteer, in labor, tenant, or community organizing (can include mutual aid organizing). What, brie&y,
have you learned from this work? *

If elected, what are your top 3 priorities and how would you go about achieving them? *

How many signatures did you turn in to qualify for the ballot? *

How much money have you raised to $nance your campaign? *

How many unique donors do you have? *

Have you pledged to refuse campaign contributions from corporations and their PACs, including real estate developers and landlord interests (ex: California
Apa%ment Association, the California Association of Realtors, and real estate investment groups such as Blackstone)? Why/why not *

Please list signi$cant endorsements you have received for this position. *

If you do not win electoral o#ce, what other methods would you use to try to implement your policies in the community? *

How do you plan to integrate DSA-LA into your o#ce if you are elected? *

Do you suppo% universal rent control? *

Do you suppo% vacancy control (cap on rent increases between tenants)? *

Do you oppose the criminalization of unhoused people? *

Do you suppo% the demands of #ServicesNotSweeps? *

Do you suppo% a tenant's right to counsel? *

Do you suppo% just cause eviction laws? *

Do you suppo% additional funding (at your level of government) for public housing? *

Do you suppo% additional funds for immigrants who don't qualify for HUD assistance? *

Do you consider yourself an abolitionist (i.e. abolition of police and the prison industrial complex)? *

Do you suppo% dive%ing funds from law enforcement, and instead pu!ing them towards social welfare and public services? *

Do you believe there is a place for law enforcement o#cer unions in the LA County Fed? *

Have you received campaign contributions from law enforcement unions? *

Do you suppo% defunding the California Highway Patrol? *

Will you use your elected position to challenge the power of law enforcement unions? *

Do you suppo% Non-Citizen Voting in local elections such as school board? *

Do you suppo% equal access to all government bene$ts? *

Do you suppo% full citizenship/amnesty for all undocumented immigrants? *

Do you suppo% citizenship for DACA recipients and people with Temporary Protected Status? *

Will you defend California’s status as a sanctuary state? *

Do you suppo% the Green New Deal (GND)? *

Do you suppo% the elimination of parking minimums? *

You may use this space to add clari$cations to your above “yes/no” responses

If you suppo% universal rent control, at what annual percentage rate? If you do not suppo% universal rent control, what quali$cations or limits on rent control
do you suppo%? *

How would you $ght the loss of rent stabilized housing due to legal and illegal hotel conversion? *

How would you increase the supply of permanent suppo%ive housing for those currently unhoused? *

How would you increase the supply of housing that is a"ordable for tenants classi$ed as "extremely low income" in LA (Income under 20K for a single person,
under 30K for family of 4) *

What role do you think police should play in your community? *



Quali5ed immunity must be abandoned on the state and federal level. Additional steps must be taken as well but very generally ogcers must face actual consequences for 
violence that results in death and violence that does not. These consequences can include disciplinary actions and 5ring but when considering 5ring we must take steps to 
ensure that these same ogcers are not then employed in similar positions in other departments. 

Environmental

I wholeheartedly support the Green New Deal. And despite some detractors on the phraseology, I believe it captures the scale of what we must do to truly address the climate 
crisis in a way that allows working class people to continue to be able to provide for their families. We need to mobilize policies and 5nances in the same ways we have 
repeatedly over the history of this country when it comes to waging wars. In fact we need to go beyond that type of mobilization. 
  
I believe that a Green New Deal for California means the state 5nally living up to its reputation. I believe that it means we start immediately phasing out fossil fuel production. I 
believe it means increased state revenues and subsidies for clean energy development and the consideration of purchasing private power companies to hasten their transition 
to power generated from renewable sources. This, of course, includes a just transition for workers currently employed in dirty fuel industries to either clean energy jobs or good 
union jobs in other 5elds where their expertise can be utilized. 
 
I believe that measures provided by CALEnvironscreen 3.0 and other measures provided by CARB and AQMD would allow us to track the decrease in CO2 emissions and 
methane emissions from GHG hotspots after more strict environmental regulations have been passed.  
  

First, I would like to continue the work I began with the Sierra Club and continued on the Culver City Council where we voted to close down the portion of the Inglewood Oil Field 
in our jurisdiction and close down the portion of the Oil Field that lies outside of Culver City’s limits. Millions of people live within a 1-5 mile radius of the 5eld and have felt its 
impacts. Many are from traditionally Black neighborhoods such as Blair Hills and Ladera Heights. Closing down the oil 5eld would be a net positive for Black residents within 
the district. 
 
Secondly, I believe that CAL EPA’s Cal Enviroscreen 3.0 tool is underutilized. If you visit the website you will 5nd that the area of South Los Angeles within the 30th district is one 
of the areas in LA County that suffers the most from the cumulative impacts of pollution from multiple sources. Much like places in East LA and the Northern San Fernando 
Valley. These are places where people of color live. On the city level based on Cal Enviroscreen data the city prioritized cleaning up neighborhoods through its Clean Up Green 
Up program that had been historically polluted. I believe we can use the same type of  prioritization on the state level to close down oil operations, coal operations and other 
environmental hazards in the state. This done, of course, with a prioritization of the most heavily polluted place which also happen to be the places most populated by Black 
and Brown populations, immigrant and low income residents. 

I would support the development and funding of expanded public transportation in opposition to private forms of transport like those proposed via Eoln Musk’s hyperloop. I 
would also work to incentivize the use of public transportation and reduction of automobile through monetary incentives. I would also advocate for congestion pricing in inner 
city areas to make the act of driving where there is reliable public transportation infrastructure a more expensive option. 

In the same way that we have Regional Housing Needs Assessment I believe we need a similar assessment for green space and parks. Where the state can intervene and build 
more parks I will advocate for that. But, I believe that cities have a responsibility to do so as well. Many of the more asuent neighborhoods in Los Angeles and asuent cities in 
the 30th district (while perhaps not having the ideal amount of green space) have demonstrably more green and park space than low income areas. In the same way that we 
require the planning for production of housing and affordable housing units through the issuance of RHNA numbers we should require green space production. I would work 
with municipal, county, state, federal and if need be private interest to create an equitable parks plan for the 30th district.

Healthcare

I believe California MUST move forward with a single payer/universal healthcare system on its own. I believe that we can lead the nation and through our example show the rest 
of the country not only that it should and must be done but that it will bene5t residents, businesses large and small and municipalities in terms of both improved individual and 
community health and costs savings. I am currently part of a Medicare for All working group. At the state level I would happily author, coauthor, or co-sponsor legislation that 
would bring publicly administered health care to the state of California. 

I support universal healthcare or “medicare for all”. This is a policy that should not be controversial as it has been the standard of care for countries around the world for many 
decades. The Affordable Care Act was a step in the right direction. But, we can do much better. I would sponsor and/or support bills that seek to bring single payer healthcare 
to California as well as bills that bring universal childcare and universal preschool to California. I believe that these policies both make 5scal sense but are also an equitable 
way to begin to address structural race, class and gender inequities that have often been exacerbated by the role of government.

Labor

Culver city has not been a hotbed of union activity. However, the 30th district SEIU, SEIU-UHW, SEIU 2015 and Unite Here Local 11 have the largest membership and it is where 
the plurality of SEIU members live in Los Angeles County very generally. Their intuence is great. I had an offer to work for SEIU prior to running for city council but had to 
decline because I was running for council. Nevertheless in the 2016 election cycle I was a campaign lead at the LA County Federation of Labor. Entertainment unions will come 
to more prominence in Culver City and the district more generally with the presence of Sony Studios and the arrival of Apple Studios, Amazon Studios and the HBO West Coast 
headquarters. I was a member of SAG-AFTRA for over a decade and still have some connections there.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

How will you respond to violence by police o#cers in your community? What concrete steps will you take to address killings by police o#cers? *

If you suppo% the Green New Deal, what GND policies could you implement in your district? What tools would you use to set targets in line with science, and
to make sure targets are hit? *

What issues of environmental racism a"ect your district, and how would you a!empt to correct these historical injustices? How will you work to protect
frontline communities? *

How will you work to improve equitable access to non-car modes of transit in your district? *

How much public green space is in your district? How would you expand access to green space in underserved communities? *

Given the lack of action on Medicare for All at the federal level, what role do you think California state representatives should play in providing universal health
care to people living in California? *

How would you expand access to free medical care, child care, and healthy meals to poor communities? *

What unions have a signi$cant in&uence, membership, or interests in your district? What is your relationship to these unions? *

Phone number *

 Forms


